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1. Introduction

At Christ’s College Finchley, we recognise that mobile phones and similar devices, including smartphones, are an
important part of everyday life for our pupils, parents/carers and staff, as well as the wider school community. The
main priority for the school is to provide a safe environment in which pupils can learn and develop.

Although mobile devices have the potential (under the right circumstances) to support and enrich learning they also
have the potential to disrupt lessons and compromise the safety of pupils in a number of ways. There is a wide and
growing bank of evidence that shows that smartphones can often be a distraction to learning, social interaction and
emotional wellbeing.

Our policy aims to:

e promote safe and responsible phone use;
e set clear guidelines for the use of mobile phones for pupils, staff, parents/carers, visitors and volunteers;
e support the school’s other policies, especially those related to child protection and behaviour.

This policy also aims to address some of the challenges posed by mobile phones in school, such as:

risks to child protection;

data protection issues;
potential for lesson disruption;
risk of theft, loss, or damage;

appropriate use of technology in the classroom.

2. Roles and responsibilities

e All staff (including teachers, support staff and supply staff) are responsible for consistently enforcing this
policy.

e \Volunteers, or anyone else otherwise engaged by the school, must alert a member of staff if they witness, or
are aware of, a breach of this policy.

® The headteacher is responsible for monitoring the policy, reviewing it, and holding staff and pupils
accountable for its implementation. The annual review will take account of changes in technology, statutory
guidance, safeguarding evidence and feedback from stakeholders.

e Staff will address any questions or concerns from parents/carers quickly, and clearly communicate the
reasons for prohibiting the use of mobile phones.

3. Guidelines

At CCF, we are part of Barnet’s smartphone-free schools and we do not allow pupils to use phones on the school site
unless given the express permission by a member of senior staff. We encourage parents to delay purchasing a smart
phone for their child until the child is 14, and delay allowing social media until the child is 16. In order to help our
Year 7 pupils settle into secondary school life, build strong face-to-face relationships, and fully engage with learning,
we have made the decision to not allow Year 7 pupils to bring smartphones into school.

Definitions
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For the purposes of this policy, a smartphone is a mobile telephone capable of internet access, installing applications,
using social media, taking photographs or videos, or sending data beyond ordinary calls and SMS messages.

A traditional or brick phone is one limited to calls and SMS messages, and has no internet access, camera or
application capability.

A smartwatch is a wearable device capable of sending or receiving messages or notifications, making calls, accessing
the internet, tracking location or recording data.

Smart technology includes any other connected or wearable device with substantially similar communication or
recording functions.

A tracker is a location device without messaging, calling, internet-browsing or recording functions.

Pupils starting Year 7 in September 2026

Pupils starting Year 7 in September 2026 may bring a mobile phone to school but it must be a traditional or ‘brick’
phone, ie. one that has no internet connection, no camera, and no ability to support social media apps. These are the
only phones pupils starting Year 7 in September 2026 are permitted to bring onto the school site. If a pupil in Year 7 is
found with a smartphone on their person it will be confiscated and held at reception until a parent or carer is able to
collect it. It will not be returned to a sibling or a friend.

Internet-enabled tracker devices, such as Apple, Samsung or Amazon Tags, are permitted for families who may wish
to monitor travel to and from school. These must be securely stored in pupils’ bags during the school day.

Pupils in Years 8-11 (from September 2026)
From September 2026, pupils in Years 8-11 may continue to bring smartphones to school, subject to government
guidance, and abiding by the rules set out within this policy.

Pupils in Years 7-11 must not:

e use phones whilst on the school site at all, at any time, unless they are given the express permission by a
member of senior staff. This means that phones must not be used for example, for making calls, checking the
time, messaging or used as a calculator;
wear headphones during the school day;
use their device to photograph or video pupils or staff;
take their mobile phones into examination rooms under any circumstances. Breach of this rule will lead to
invalidation of that examination and potentially other examinations.

Pupils in Years 7-11 must:
e keep any mobile phone turned off and stored securely. The school accepts no responsibility for replacing lost,
stolen or damaged mobile phones.
e speak to a member of staff in the main reception area if there is an emergency which requires
communication with home, including if they feel unwell;
e be mindful of traffic and dangerous situations if using their phone when walking to and from school.

Pupils in Years 12-13 must:
e only use their mobile phone in the sixth form block;
e atall other times, keep any mobile phone turned off and stored securely. The school accepts no
responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile phones.

Parents and Carers must:
e not contact their child via a mobile phone during the school day. In an emergency, parents/carers should
phone reception and a message will be taken to the pupil. This ensures that a pupil is given support and
privacy in dealing with a potentially difficult situation.

Staff must:
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avoid using their mobile phone in the presence of pupils;
not take or receive calls during lessons or duties, unless there is an emergency;
not use their personal mobile phone to take photographs or videos of pupils or anything that could identify a
pupil;
e not give their mobile phone number to any parents/carers or pupils, including former pupils who are age 18
or under; this includes connecting through social media and messaging apps;
e ensure their mobile phone has a password locking system enabled to ensure that their contents remain
secure in the case of loss;
e not use their mobile phone to process confidential school information or data, including entering such data
into generative artificial intelligence tools.
In some circumstances, it may be appropriate for staff to use personal mobile phones for work purposes. Such
circumstances may include, but are not limited to:
issuing homework, rewards or sanctions;
use of multi-factor authentication;
emergency evacuations;
supervising off-site trips;
supervising residential visits.

In these circumstances, staff will:
® use their mobile phones in an appropriate and professional manner, in line with our staff code of conduct;
® not use their phones to take photographs or recordings of pupils, their work, or anything else that could
identify a pupil;
e refrain from using their phones to contact parents/carers. If necessary, contact must be made via the school
office.

4. Smartwatches and wearable recording devices

Smartwatches are wristwatches containing smart technology. They can be used to tell the time, send and receive text
and voice messages, receive notifications, make calls, play media and connect to the internet. Some smart watches
also have wellness and health-related features. Pupils are not allowed to bring smartwatches to school. Should a
pupil have a smartwatch, these will be dealt with as per the sanctions for having a mobile phone.

Wearable smart glasses (such as Meta glasses) are frames integrated with embedded smart technology, cameras,
microphones, and wireless connectivity. These devices allow users to take photos, record video, capture audio, and
access data—often without clear visual cues. Due to the severe safeguarding, data protection, and privacy risks
associated with unconsented recording, pupils are strictly prohibited from bringing or wearing smart glasses on the
school site. All eyewear worn in school, whether prescription or non-prescription, must consist of standard,
non-smart frames. Any wearable smart glasses brought onto school premises will be confiscated immediately and
dealt with in accordance with the sanctions for mobile phone violations.

5. Pupils with a medical condition

If a pupil has a medical condition that requires the use of a smartphone or other smart device for health monitoring,
such as diabetes, parents/guardians must inform the school in advance. This allows appropriate arrangements to be
made to support the student’s health needs while maintaining the integrity of the school’s mobile phone policy. The
school will consider each request on its merits, make reasonable adjustments where required and agree a written
agreement identifying the approved purpose, time, locations, storage and supervision.
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6. Trips and visits

The member of staff leading a trip, residential visit or activity outside the normal school day will set and
communicate device arrangements in advance, following a risk assessment of safeguarding, travel, communication
and educational needs. Unless different arrangements are expressly communicated, this policy will apply. Any
exception will identify when and where a device may be used, how it must be stored, and how pupils and
parents/carers can communicate in an emergency.

7. Sanctions

e Any Year 7 pupil who brings a smartphone or smartwatch onto the school site will have the device
confiscated for an indefinite period, meaning that there is no automatic return date. The device will be
stored securely and released only to a parent/carer when authorised by the Headteacher or a delegated
senior leader following a lawful and proportionate review of the circumstances, including any SEND,
disability, medical or safeguarding needs. It will not be returned to the pupil, a sibling or a friend.

® Any pupil in Years 8-11 seen with a mobile phone, and any pupil in Year 7 seen with a traditional phone,
anywhere on the school site will have their phone confiscated. Any Sixth Form student seen with a mobile
phone outside of the sixth form block will have their phone confiscated. The member of staff will take the
phone to reception who will secure the phone safely. The pupil can collect their phone at the end of the
school day.

e [f a pupil has their phone confiscated more than once during a school term, on the second occasion a one
hour detention will be issued and the confiscated phone must be collected by a parent/carer. Phones will not
be returned to siblings or friends.

e Should any further infringements occur, the pupil will have their phone confiscated and be issued with a one
hour detention. The confiscated phone must be collected by a parent/carer and the pupil must hand their
phone in to the school reception at the start and end of each day for a minimum of two weeks.

e Any pupil refusing to hand over such a device straight away will be dealt with in line with our behaviour
policy.

Confiscation records, storage and collection

Reception staff will record each confiscation, including the pupil’s name, device description, date, time, reason,
confiscating member of staff, storage location and authorised return arrangements. The device will be labelled,
stored securely and accessed only by authorised staff. The identity of the collecting parent/carer and the date and
time of release will be recorded. The school will take reasonable care of confiscated devices but pupils must not bring
prohibited devices onto the school site.

Only the Headteacher or a member of staff authorised by the Headteacher may search a pupil or their possessions
for a mobile phone or similar device. A search must have lawful grounds and be conducted fairly, safely and
proportionately, taking account of the pupil’s age, SEND, disability and individual circumstances, as set out in the
DfE’s guidance on searching, screening and confiscation. A member of staff may examine data or files on an
electronic device only where the applicable legal test is met and in accordance with that guidance. Searches and any
examination, deletion, retention or referral of content must be recorded and handled consistently with the school’s
safeguarding, behaviour and data-protection procedures. Should inappropriate content be found, this will be dealt
with in line with our behaviour policy. Certain types of conduct, bullying or harassment can be classified as criminal
conduct. The school takes such conduct extremely seriously and will involve the police or other agencies as
appropriate.
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8. Online safety education

The school will complement these restrictions with age-appropriate and regularly reinforced teaching through the
tutorial programme, MyZone, RP and Computer Science lessons. Pupils will be taught about online relationships,
harmful content and contact, cyberbullying, privacy, consent, digital footprints, persuasive design, misinformation,
artificial intelligence (Al), reporting concerns and healthy digital habits. Teaching will acknowledge the benefits of
technology as well as its risks and will explain the purpose and benefits of a smartphone-free environment.
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